XVII.
CATHOLICS AWD CATHOLICS,

IT is probable that there never was an age of the
world when men were BO much in earnest about
religion as the present. Other ages may have had more
zeal, more worship, and more decision, but they must
all yield to the present in a simple, unbiassed deter-
mination to know the truth and to follow it. This is
pre-eminently true in England. We may credit
equally the sincerity of those who have left the Pro-
testant Church for the Church of Eome, of those who
have embraced a newer form of Christianity, or who
have renounced Christianity in every form. "We do
not mean that in every case the inquirer has been
without a bias, or that no motive, unknown perhaps
oven to himself, may have been at work; but we do
mean that the great majority of men who have thoutgfet
about religious questions at all, have thought about
them with earnestness, and that their great desire has
been to know the truth.

We do not admire the spirit in which Monsignor
Capel lately treated the Eitualists.    It is no doubt